
         19th November 2025 

Dear Bishop Jonathan, 

We write to you with heavy hearts, joined by signatories from across the Diocese (see 

attached list), to express our deep disappointment following the recent announcements 

from the House of Bishops regarding ‘Living in Love and Faith’. 

The decisions shared publicly have left many of us dismayed. The delay in enabling Prayers 

of Love and Faith to be offered in standalone services, coupled with the continued lack of a 

clear pathway for clergy to enter same-sex civil marriages, is profoundly discouraging. 

The requirement for bespoke services to gain approval through General Synod by a two-

thirds majority introduces a significant and likely prolonged delay—potentially stretching 

over many years. Similarly, the legislative process needed to permit clergy to marry their 

same-sex partners legally and without fear of repercussion is complex, uncertain, and slow-

moving. 

We long for the Church of England to become a truly inclusive and hospitable Church—one 

where LGBTQ+ people are welcomed fully into its life and ministry, and where all individuals, 

regardless of sexuality, have equal access to the sacraments, services, and opportunities for 

vocation. 

With the next House of Bishops meeting scheduled for December, we urge you to advocate 

for a revised and more compassionate way forward. Specifically, we ask for your support in: 

- Accelerating the timeline for standalone blessings for LGBTQ+ individuals. 

- Establishing a clear and affirming pathway for clergy to enter same-sex civil marriages 

without fear of censure or consequence. 

We remain hopeful that the Church can embody the radical love and justice of Christ in its 

structures and practices. We will continue to live radical love in the places where we 

minister. Thank you for your attention and leadership in this critical moment. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Together in Rochester  

 


