THE BISHOP OF ROCHESTER
The Rt Rev Dr Jonathan Gibbs

To: All Clergy and Lay Ministers
Church Wardens

20 October 2025
Dear Sisters and Brothers

Introducing Living in Love and Faith Chaplains

The diocesan vision states: ‘Seeking first the Kingdom of God, we are called together by God to
change, serve and grow with compassion, courage, and creativity’ The vision has at its heart a
commitment that growing safe and healthy cultures will be integral to the outworking of the
vision as our churches engage with the varied communities that are present in local parishes.

The kingdom of God is a kingdom of welcome where diversity is celebrated and the giftedness
of everyone contributes to the health and safety of all. This is premised on the biblical truth that
people are created in the image of God and in community reflect something of the nature of
God’s love, justice and peace.

The Living in Love and Faith debate has generated a range of responses across church
traditions and among individuals. These take into account biblical and social understandings of
what it means to be in relationship one with another, particularly in respect of close intimate
relationships. The debates, and the responses held by individuals and churches sit within the
diocesan strategy of growing safe and healthy cultures. If we are to realise this intention in
Rochester Diocese we will need to find ways to live together well, to rejoice in our diversity and
celebrate the giftedness of all, to call out where people are excluded on the grounds of sexuality
or gender, and to support those who find the Living in Love and Faith process personally painful
because of the position they hold which they believe is right for lots of reasons.

I am delighted to be introducing our new Living in Love and Faith Chaplains. Rev’d Steve
Padfield, Chaplain at Kings School Rochester and Priest Vicar at the Cathedral, and Rev’d Joss
Walker, Priest in Charge of Longfield, Fawkham and Hartley. The LLF chaplains seek to find
ways to contribute to the diocesan vision primarily in being available for and with people who
are questioning and those for whom the process raises a number of negative emotions. The
chaplains will be present and contribute to events that support those who feel marginalized or
unsafe because questions of sexuality and relationships affect them so personally.

Please do contact our chaplains Joss or Steve if a conversation about any of this would be
helpful to you. They will be glad to listen and support you whatever your position.

Joss and Steve can be contacted at lIf.chaplain@rochester.anglican.org

With my prayers and very best wishes

__f

Jonathan, Bishop of Rochester
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