St P&P’s Seal Eco Church

Churches Count on Nature 7th - 15th June 2025

Daily Love Your Burial Ground surveys submitted to NBN* via iNaturalist
Swifts survey:8pm; Bats survey: 9pm: Fri evening 13" June

Moth trap set-up: 9.30pm Fri 13'™; Moths ID Breakfast session 8am Sat 14" June
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A small but enthusiastic group of thirteen gathered on a wet Friday 13™ towards the end
of “Love Your Burial Ground” and “Churches Count on Nature” week, and we
immediately found some Pill Millipedes, Garden Snails and the weird Black Snail beetle,
which sprays snails inside their shells with a digestive fluid! Then the beetle sups on the
soup it’s turned the snail into, using the shell as a soup bowl...how’s that for a gruesome
science fact?

We also observed two Swifts in flight over the church, although didn’t spot any
flying under the church flashings during this week, as last year. And juvenile
Slowworms under our reptile refuges in the Wildlife Area:




As dusk fell, it was great fun to detect two species of Bat:

Thanks go to Colleen and Sue for the loan of their Bat Detectors which ID the species by
registering the pitch of the bats’ echolocation sounds.

We then watched with fascination as Tasha set up her Moth Trap inside the vicarage
greenhouse (due to rain).We weren’t overconfident about trapping many moths
overnight, as thunderstorms were forecast!

But come the morning, we’d seen (at 5.30am!) approx. 200 moths or more!!!
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Here’s part of our ID list:



And more interestingly, here are some pictures of observations by the fifteen who came

to our breakfast session on Saturday morning:

Some Toad Abodes and a Bee Bar were created and taken home to support amphibians
and insects in families’ own green spaces, and a little wildlife craft undertaken.

Thanks to Tasha for the kind loan of her Moth Trap! *NBN=National Biodiversity Network



