They left everything
and followed Jesus

Fourth before Lent: AAW 9" February ’25:

Talk: “Calling and listening”

Jesus is seen going fishing this week with Simon. Remember that Jesus was a
carpenter/builder (Gk:Tekton) and he gets into the boat with Simon and sets out deliberately
into deep water. We don't know if Jesus was any good at fishing, or sailing boats. There have
been boats discovered by archaeologists and one found at Lake Galiliee from the first
century which was about 30 feet long and 8 feet wide was found to have over a dozen
different kinds of wood in it. We wondered whether Jesus made boats, tested them and
made sure they sailed well. Who knows, but we should be fairly confident that a hardened
fisherman like Simon Peter would not normally take instruction from a man who made his
living on dry land.

There are lessons for us here, which impact upon us, today.
Jesus is kind.

His greatness is not to be for us a cause for fear, rather an encouragement to trust and
know His care for us and His willingness to embrace us and utilise us in His service.
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When Jesus got into Simon Peter’s boat and asked him to put out a little way from the shore
so that He could teach the crowds in safety, we can’t expect Peter to have been in the best
of moods, given his fatigue and frustration. He wanted to pack away the nets, not get back in
his boat with them again!

Jesus' instructions to Peter were counter-intuitive. Peter's common sense told him that
there was no reason to try again. He must have hated to ask the other men to get the newly
cleaned nets dirty again. So Simon Peter spoke out, ‘Master, we've worked hard all night and
haven't caught anything”.

But then, “But because you say so, | will let down the nets”.

He voiced his doubt to Jesus, but nevertheless he addressed Jesus as “Master”, a title used
for Jesus only by the disciples later on, other than here. He then said, "Yet if you say so, | will
lay down the nets”. It was this obedience in the face of doubt that opened the door to an
abundant miracle.

How often are we prepared to do the same thing, to put out and do something which we
might disagree with ourselves, because we think that Jesus wants us to do it?

When we hear these words spoken by Simon Peter, we remember the statement which
Mary the mother of Jesus made at the first miracle in Cana, when Christ turned water into
wine at the wedding, which Adie spoke to us about here recently. Mary, His mother, said to
the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."

We’re not surprised that Simon praised Jesus after the great catch of fish which
followed, but we’re really impressed by his willingness to put to sea with Jesus. Maybe the
greater miracle was not Jesus telling the disciples how to catch fish, but maybe it was
Simon Peter obeying Jesus and putting out to sea?

So we have the message laid out for us: the pattern for Christian behaviour is about
listening and obedience to Christ’s calling to us.

There is a need, then, to hear God speak before we act on our own.

But does this mean that we should have a less active ministry, and real discipleship is about
listening and reflection, understanding that it is God who does things?

Surely not, but rather that we might have to be brave and courageous in service, that we
might have to work really hard at things that seem counter-intuitive and very challenging to
us.



What it does mean, we think, is that before we start work we must do more than ask for
God’s blessing on our labours, but we must seek direction that God wants that work done in
the first place. Only then, may we apply ourselves energetically to the task that He has set
before us.

The disciples found that obedience yielded results. Their catch was so enormous that it
revealed that this carpenter-turned-rabbi and prophetic teacher was no ordinary person, as
evidenced by Peter's comments, "Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!"

We have largely lost this sense of wonder and fear in God's presence. But, in our better
moments, we kneel worshipfully acknowledging that we owe God thanks for every breath
we take.

A seraph cleanses Isaiah lips with a burning coal, and Jesus also has a cleansing word for
Peter. ‘Then Jesus said to Simon, 'Do not be afraid .”

These are the same words spoken by the angel Gabriel, who says, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God'.

If we will admit it, we are afraid of many things, but Jesus brings us the assurance that we
need not be afraid.

Wivine and | have many times talked about how difficult it can be to be sure that we are
hearing God’s still small voice of calm, to quote a wonderful hymn. Simon Peter had very
difficult decisions to make when he obeyed Jesus and left his work that morning at the Sea
of Galilee, and for long stretches of time left his own beloved family, who surely depended
upon him, but he did actually meet Christ in person, he heard God'’s actual voice, physically,
in this world.

We are often not at all confident that we’re hearing Christ’s call to us, that we’re doing His
will, and not just doing our own! This is surely a common human experience, especially in
our busy lives, where reflection, real quiet, and times for long listening, are not things easy
to discipline ourselves in and achieve. This is faith, | guess. This is why we need to be
supported by the whole church, by fellowship, as well as wisdom and deeper experience of
others here.

When we, as Christians, feel despondent or low, when we cry out in our frustration or anger,
‘How long, how much longer...”? we’re reminded that God is always here with us, that hope
is here, and from the stumps and ashes of desolation, green shoots of hope and love will
begin to emerge.

A disciple of Jesus Christ is not necessarily a finished product, someone who has it all figured
out and whose faith never falters. A disciple of Jesus Christ is someone who, in spite of their
guestions and their doubts, is drawn like a moth to the holy flame of the One who is called
The Way, The Truth, The Light, and the Life.



As we think about another of Christ’s miracles (today with the massive catch of fish), may
we, here, know the blessing of really knowing Christ’s awesome greatness and His holiness,
but also His mercy- He didn’t change His mind about calling Simon Peter to serve Him when

Peter admitted his sin and human weakness, but told him not to be afraid, and to follow
Him.

May we hear His voice calling to us, “Don’t be afraid. Come with me”.



