AAW: 12" January ’25: Jesus’ Baptism: Babs

Activity:
“Inside my bowl today, | have some lovely clean water.

¢ | ook at this!”

(Take your jug. Fill it with water from the bowl, then hold it above the bowl and pour
water back out into the bowl)

* “Who can tell us what we use water for?” (Receive responses)

“Yes, one of the most important ways we use water is for washing things that are
dirty to make them clean again.

* So, we have showers and baths to wash our bodies and make them clean again.

* We wash up our plates in a bowl of water, after we have eaten a meal, to make
them clean again.

¢ \WWe wash our clothes in a washing machine full of water to make them clean again.
Water makes things clean, doesn’t it?”

Story: “A long time ago a man called John the Baptist told the people in Israel that
the wrong things they were doing in their lives had to stop, because they couldn’t
possibly have a relationship with a holy God while they were choosing to disobey Him.

It was like the wrong things they were doing were making them dirty on the inside.

John told the people that they needed to turn back to God, say sorry and change their
lives, and then they could be part of His family. As a sign that they had turned back to
God, John told the people to be baptised-washed!

Baptism involves people being sprinkled with or even fully dunked in water!” (pick up
water jug, fill it with water and pour it back into the bowl again)

“The water used in baptism is a symbol.

It reminds people that God can wash us clean on the inside and give us a new start.
Now, can you imagine John the Baptist’s surprise when one day Jesus came to Him to
be baptised?

Jesus had never done anything wrong in His life.
Jesus was completely clean on the inside.

Jesus already had the closest relationship with Father God.



Surely Jesus didn’t need to be baptised?

But Jesus insisted that He was baptised because He knew that Father God wanted Him
to do it, we think to show humans what to do to get right with God, and to be like them
and us- for Jesus to be human too, and part of His community.

So, feeling very humble, John baptised Jesus.
When Jesus came up out of the water, something wonderful happened.

Luke tells us in His Gospel that, “At that moment heaven was opened, and the Holy
Spirit descended upon Jesus in a bodily form like a dove. And a voice from heaven said,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”” (Luke 3:21-22)

Wow, wasn’t that so truly amazing?
Today, if we want to have a relationship with God, like Jesus did,
we need to turn away from doing wrong things and turn to Jesus.

As a sign of that change of heart, we can be baptised. Many of us here are baptised, and
there may be some of us here that may be baptised in the future- do talk to us if you are
interested or email to discuss this, by the way!

So- this could be a great sign of encouragement for us all, and a challenge you may like
to take away today- that whenever we see water being used to clean something, we
thank God that through Jesus, He has cleaned us on the inside too, so that we can
become His precious children.

Personally, | get more excited about washing buckets that | plan to save toads in on our
Stone Street Toad Patrol, soon, than washing my kitchen floor, but that may just be me!

We’re going to invite you to have a go at cleaning something right here, so we can
practise together thinking of our baptism when we see water or are washing (whether
past or maybe something we hope to do in the future) as we go into the next week and
the month ahead!”

Reflective response:
Ensure small bowls of water are ready to be carefully passed up & down pews.
Make sure everyone has a stone, a felt pen & a piece of blue paper towel or two.

Start by leading in prayer:



“God almighty, thank you that despite our responses to You, You come to us with
the love of a mother, a father, and with acceptance and full forgiveness. You take
our pain, our disappointments, our confusion and our sin, and you transform it into
something good and new. Amen.”

Active participation : “Now we’d like you to take your stone and a felt pen, please, and

draw or write on your stone something that you might like to give up to God- something
you’re not proud of, something you’d like to change or rub out.

When a bowl of water reaches you, please either place your stone into the water, and
wash off the writing or picture, or wet your paper towel and rub out from your stone the
words or picture that you’d like to be gone, the thing you wish to give to God.

Then dry your stone, and maybe turn it over (depending on how much of a baptism
you’ve given it!). The side of the stone you’re looking at now needs to be clean and as
dry as possible, ready for a new word or symbol.

Now please write or draw on the stone something good and new that God is giving you
instead. Remember what God said to Jesus at His baptism and what He also says to us
right now, as well as at own baptisms: “You are my beloved child (I love you!) With
whom | am well pleased- (I am so happy with you!)”

In our first reading in a moment too, listen out for what God said to His people, and says
to each one of us today: “| LOVE YOU!”

When you’ve written or drawn something wonderful that God is giving you now, please
hold the stone in your hand or put it in your pocket, and take it home. You might like to
place it somewhere where you’ll see it next week and beyond, as a reminder, especially
when washing your hands or the dishes, your dog or your toad bucket!

Thank you for joining in.

Activity/ Story: re.: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

[Activity resources:
¢ Atable on which we place a large bowl full of water & a large jug full of water

* 60 x light coloured stones, 120 x blue paper towels- small bowls 2 full of warm
water, 60 x coloured felt tip pens (non-permanent) ]



The Talk:

Resources:
e Jigsaw pieces (enough for one each of the congregation).

¢ A3 picture of a Dove printed out and enlarged with only a part visible so that people
can guess what the picture shows.

Talk:

When we think about baptism, especially after our activity washing our stone, our first
thought might be of water, and the new start it brings, washing off the old and bringing
something new and shiny, sparkling and full of hope and promise! Good.

But let’s remind ourselves, too, that it’s very much about the words that God says to
Jesus when identified with us so fully by insisting on His baptism, even though He was
clean. God spoke: ‘You are my son, the beloved, with you | am well pleased.” For us
an important part of baptism is about becoming part of God’s family, about becoming
part of the big picture and the amazing plans He has in store for us all.

Jesus meets us where we are.

So, whatever we go through in life, let us be very encouraged today, that Jesus, who was
willing to stand alongside other humans and be baptised, is the same Jesus who stands
alongside us and understands when we go through tough times.

Jesus is the One we can turn to who will always understand us and be willing to help us.
He is willing because He loves us and He knows what it is like to be a human being. We
don’t have to strive and angst about how to access Jesus- He meets us in our
incompleteness and makes us whole.

Jesus’ baptism takes place in a community. It is not a private occurrence. This
communal dimension reminds us that when we are baptized, we become part of a new
family.



So that’s where the jigsaw comes in! You might have been thinking that this is a strange
image to bring to a baptism, but bear with us! We don’t know if anyone here is any good
at jigsaws or ever does them with other family members?

If so, in your family the rule might be that you hide the box lid when you start a puzzle
because it’s more fun to do if you don’t even know what the picture is until it starts to
come together. Eventually, you hopefully have had the pleasure of keeping on going until
you see the final image!

Look at your jigsaw puzzle piece.

Can you guess what the completed puzzle will show from only seeing a very small part
of the picture?

God has a big picture- His Kingdom, where there is love and joy and peace and hope.
We only see part of it now, but we pray in the Lord’s prayer that His Kingdom will come
on Earth, and we will eventually see the whole picture.

When we are baptised and we become part of God’s family, we become part of God’s
plan to bring the big picture of his Kingdom to earth. Only God knows what the full
picture looks like for us when we are baptised, but it’s as if we take up a piece and say to
God, ‘l want to be in your family, | want to be part of your big picture and | trust You to
show me it one day!” As part of God’s family, like the pieces in a jigsaw, we are also
never alone. We are doing this together. Like the jigsaw pieces we are joined to many
other people, lots of whom are very different to us.

If you look at the pieces of our jigsaw those close to you are holding, none of them are
the same, each piece is unique; but each piece is a vital part of the picture, and if one is
missing, the picture is incomplete and doesn’t fully function. And none of the pieces
can make the picture by themselves.

God, the Father, Jesus, His beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit in the physical form of a
dove, give us that completeness of the love of God.



By joining in our new family, we get many new brothers and sisters who will support us,
love us and help us to find where we fit, to make us complete.

In our first two readings, we are reminded that everyone from all corners of the earth,
both Jews and Gentiles, we are ALL loved and called sons and daughters of God.

Before we move on to the next part of our service, we’d like to reflect on the fact that
Jesus received the Holy Spirit at His baptism, and that was in the physical form of a
dove, an animal known and very familiar to the people of the day, normal and ordinary,
yet symbolising peace. That dove had the ability to fly and move between heaven and
earth, and showed those there at the time, and us now, that heaven was brought to
earth in Jesus. This reminds us again of the prayer He taught us: “Your will be done, on
earth as itis in heaven”. Jesus receiving the spirit at this point in his earthly life also
suggests his coming death, when He finished his human life on the cross, saying
“Father, into thy hands | commend my spirit”, the same spirit he received when His
divine father announced how much He loved Jesus.

And the Isaiah reading today makes this very clear again- God tells out his love for His
people, then still refuges in a foreign country, using the first person pronoun “I”’; this
beautiful poem of love is very direct, very profound, very heart-felt and deeply personal:
“lI LOVE YOU”.

Christians believe this prophetic poem goes far, far beyond the incredibly needed
message to the Israelite peoples at the time, and extends to us, right here, right now!
God Himself is telling each one of us, and all of us together as a church family, right
here, right now, in St Peter and St Paul’s church, in Seal, in TN15 0AT, “I LOVE YOU!”

This is what God is speaking today, on the festival of His beloved son’s baptism,
and this is the message of our baptism, yours and mine.

We’d like to ask you to hold your jigsaw piece and to think of what it might mean to be
part of God’s family, and to be part of His big picture for the world. Maybe you would like
God to show you how you can share His love and bring hope to others. Perhaps you
would like to learn more about God’s love for you. Perhaps you would like to say thank
you for your baptism and reaffirm your washing and renewal. Perhaps you’d like to thank
God for those you love who have been baptised and have become part of God’s family,
taking up their own piece of the picture.

Let’s take a moment now to speak to God about his big picture and our partin it.
[Silent prayer: 45 seconds of silence]

Amen.






